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U.S. Daily Weather Map remains a sheet of paper
but additional maps added: High and Low
Temperatures; Precipitation Areas and Amounts;
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Using the telegraph, Joseph Henry
(Smithsonian Institute’s first
Secretary) demonstrated the value of
a real-time weather map (1856). As
telegraph reports were received,
various colored discs were placed on
a map to show current weather
conditions (blue discs for show, black
discs for rain, and brown discs for
clouds). Henry called for the federal

The first maps were
used to track storms.
In an earlier map
(1838) data appears
on the map in tabular
form (barometer and
sky conditions: fair,
or cloudy). Large
circles are used to
show the progress of

a storm.

Louise Hoover's painting, "Secretary Henry
Posts Daily Weather Map in Smithsonian
Building,1858."

government to establish a national
weather service.

One of the earliest U.S. weather maps - a precursor to the ‘Daily Weather Map’. Depicts early weather symbols. Wind
direction (orientation) and speed (length) are indicated by arrows (points indicate points of observation). Pressure is
shown by the length of two long lines (‘High’ in black and ‘Low’ in red) Temperatures are reported as diurnal
fluctuations (- or +), or monthly max or min. Red values/symbols relate to precipitation. Easy to follow a storm.



